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of repairing the church. The rectory or vicarage which is derived out of it, is not chargeable to the repair of the body of the church, steeple, public chapels, or ornaments; being at the whole charge of repairing the chancel. Degge, P. I c. 12. But an hnpropriator of a rectory or parsonage, though bound to repair the chancel, is also bound to contribute to the reparations of the church, in case he has lands in the parish which are not parcel of the rectory. This was adjudged by the whole court in Sergeant Davie's case, without any question made of it. Gibs. 197. The inhabitants of a precinct where there is a chapel, though it is a parochial chapel, and though they do repair that chapel, are nevertheless of common right contributory to the repairs of the mother church. If they have seats at the mother church, to go thither when they please, or receive the Sacraments, or sacramentals, or marry, christen, or bury at it, there can be no pretence for a discharge. Nor can any thing support that plea, but that they have time out of mind been discharged (which also is doubted whether it be of itself a full discharge); or that in consideration thereof, they have paid so much to the repair of the church, or the wall of the churchyard, or the keeping of a bell, or the like compositions; which are clearly a discharge. Gibs. 197.
CHURCH YARD, The ground adjoining to the church, in which the dead are buried. As to the original of burial places, many writers have observed, that at the first erection of churches, no part of the adjacent ground was allotted for the interment of the dead; but some place for this purpose was appointed at a farther distance. This practice continued until the time of Gregory the Great, when the monks and priests procured leave, for their greater ease and profit, that a liberty of sepulture might be in churches or places adjoining to them. But by the ninth canon, entitled De non sepehendo in ecclesiis, this custom of sepulture in churches was restrained, and no such liberty allowed for the future, unless the person was a priest or some holy man, who by the merits of his past life might deserve such a peculiar favour.
By Canon 85. The churchwardens or questinen shall take care that the church yards be well and sufficiently repaired, fenced and maintained with walls, rails, or pales,